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WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman John W. Olver (MA-1st) announced                that the Department of Justice has awarded $125,000 to Templeton                and $21,952 to Winchendon. Templeton has received a Community Oriented                Policing Services (COPS) in Schools grant, and Winchendon has received                funding under the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant Program (LLEBG).

               "These grants will allow Templeton and Winchendon to improve                their community policing efforts," Olver said.

               The COPS in Schools program provides funding for schools to hire                a school resource officer. This officer will work with teachers,                administrators and human service agencies to build relationships                with students. Through this collaboration, the program is designed                to address issues that include teen dating violence, suicide prevention,                teen pregnancy, and substance abuse. In addition, the resource officer                may also be used to provide conflict resolution and truancy prevention.

               "Having trained law enforcement officers in schools provides                schools with on-site security and a direct link to local law enforcement                agencies," Olver added.

               The LLEBG is administered by the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the                Justice Department office that supports the implementation of comprehensive                criminal justic strategies developed by cities and towns. Funds                may be used for personnel pay, training or for department equipment                and technology.

               "This block grant will give the Winchendon police department                some added flexibility in their budget," Olver said. "I'm                pleased that the community has been recognized by the Department                of Justice."
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